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Three Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳƛƴƛŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ 
rustle in the grass. You all freeze. Turn around. Something unseen. Eyes in the grass. Watching you. 
There! What is that! Some of you throw stones at the sound but ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƴƻǿΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ƴƻǿΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭΦ Predatory eyes. This happens many 
times each day. It pays to be paranoid here. 
 

 
 
Thirty thousand years ago. You were out hunting and got separated from your companions. Now as 
night falls and the cold air crystallises your breath, exhaustion and the rhythm of your footsteps makes 
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you aware of presences in the air, whispering in the swirls emerging from your mouth. Grandmother 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ΨSǇƛǊƛǘǎΩΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀƭƪ ƘƻƳŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 
 

 
 
Three minutes ago. You inhaled and the buzzing shattered the world. You are plunged into impossible 
kaleidoscopes, redolent with conscious intention. You have to find a way through, because *they*  are 
ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΦ ΨIŜȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊΗΩ ±ƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎƻǳƴŘΣ ƎƛƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƳŜƭǘŦŀƭƭǎ Ψ5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ we-you were alone in 
ƘŜǊŜΚΩ 9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǘƻƴŜǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ǘǊƛŎƪǎȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǾƻƛŎŜŎƘƻƛǊǎ Ψ5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǘƘƛƴƎǎΚΩ 
 

 
 
When you talk about one human phenomenon, a cognitive-evolutionary approach means you have to 
talk about everything else that is human in order to fully understand it, because everything that is 
human is deeply integrated into everything else and nothing is isolated, separated or unconditionally 
special. 
 
Each of these three images is deeply connected to each other, but possibly by pathways you might 
not have considered until now. One major connection is something called !ƎŜƴǘ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΧ 
 
 


